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The system of tax {toll) collection in the light of Kautilya

Dr.Jagamohan Acharya

Introduection

The Arthashastra is pride of Indi, Kautilya is the authors of Arthasastra,
diflerent topics Kautilya claborately explain the duties of 7 5
system of the data collection, regul

I his tremendous work, with
uperintendent. The duty of the superintendent, the

ation of toll dues, division of toll dues, rules of selling, toll charge,
commoditics, penal code of defaulier ete, are paint to point discuss,

Responsibility of the superintendent
The first and foremost significant responsibility of a superintend is like this-
L. The superintended of tools shall build the wll-hause {the house where toll is taken).
. 2. For identification of the toll house a Nag facing either the east or the north near the large gate of the
aly.

3. Four or five toll collectors shall appoint in the toll-house The duty of the collectors is to collect
data’s of the merchants and their merchandise.

Arrangement of the data collection
The collector collect the complete data’s like whom the merchant are, name, caste, and place of the
merchant, when they come, what amount of merchandise they have brought, seal mark on the merchandise ete.,

Rules and regulations of toll dnes
Division
Toll dues divided into three types that is-
I, External -arriving from country parts
2, Intemal -manufactured inside forts
3. Foreign - import from foreign couniries 1
These three types ol 101] is payment is two ways that is export and import.

Toll dues

Toll is the enerey of our revegue, Many years ago Kautilya completely talk about about the collection
of tll, which is applicable today. o .

1. The rate of tol] shall be fixed on commaodities ¢ither old or new and fine shall be fixed on.

2. This s the power of the king, . ] . N

3. Enirance {pate) dues shall be 175" of 1oll. The superintendent of tolls may remit the tax if
tircumstances necessitute such favor, : i

4. Imported commodities sholl pay 113" of the value us ol 1 o .

S, For Mowers, fiuits, vepetables, ronts, bulbous roof (kencke), ballikya, seeds, dricd fish, and dried mear,

the Superimendent shall receive 16" as toll, :
6. For conchi-shells, diamonds, precious stones, pearls, corals, necklaces, such matenal shall fix the

ot of ll, wlinch is variable nme 1o lime. . i : e
T bor fibrous garments (kshauma)eonton clothes l‘l"k"l"']'_""]h .:k_r mparsy) m{"-nn;l:;:} u:!:l”:m!
Wlphorn of arsenic (haritahey red arsenics  (mamassiha) vermillion (hinvideakametals  Loda) coloring

‘ ' erments(Kinmvedress{aiverm) wine,
Mgredien ; sandul, brown sandaliagrra) pungent (Aamdallermen vine,
¥ UCvarmdhatn)sandul, bry i arpets, curtains (pravurma) prosduets yields

1%t . . v (ihpons o collon paarmnents, v
Yoshins, ruw matenial, use mudling fibro E e 115 a5 1ol

: . - ; weive 1Y
by won Cheimifury won! s product yiekled by goats tul sheep, shall receive V11
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